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ACTION COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO EB-05 DRC-01 RSC-01 /018W 

094826 

R 202006Z MAY 74 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3885 

UNCLAS CARACAS 04520 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP.VE 

SUBJECT: PRODUCT OPPORTUNITY: HARBOR TUGS 
REF: STATE 103720 

1. REQUIREMENT FOR HARBOR TUGS WAS DETERMINED ABOUT TWO YEARS 
AGO BUT NO ACTION WAS TAKEN THEN. GOV HAD DECIDED TO BUY ONE OR 
TWO TUGS OUTRIGHTAND HAVE OTHERS BUILT IN VENEZUELA UNDER TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE BY SELLER. 

2. PROJECT RECENTLY BECAME ACTIVE AGAIN AND TALKS WITH ONE 
DUTCH AND ONE BRITISH FIRM HAVE APPARENTLY FAILED AS THEY HAD 
NO INTEREST IN HELPING SET UP A COMPETITOR IN TUG BUILDING. 

3. DURING RECENT MEETING OF EXECUTIVES OF NATIONAL MARINE SERVICE 
AND AGENT ERIC SADLER OF PAN AMERICAN SUPPLIERS IN CARACAS, 
VENEZUELAN NAVY OFFICERS OPERATING PUERTO CABELLO DRY DOCK 
EXPRESSED INTEREST IN THIS PROJECT AGAIN AND REQUESTED SADLER TO 
MAKE INQUIRIES. IT APPEARS THAT THERE WILL BE NO BIDDING AND SALE 
OF INITIAL TWO TUGS WILL DEPEND ON WILLINGNESS OF SELLER TO GIVE 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO VENEZUELANS IN BUILDING TUGS. 

4. SADLER EXPRESSED, INTEREST IN HEARING FROM U.S. FIRMS WITH 
POTENTIAL INTEREST, SINCE NATIONAL MARINE SERVICE IS NOT ABLE TO 
PROVIDE COMPLETE SERVICE. INTERESTED TUG BUILDERS SHOULD 
WRITE TO EMBASSY OR DIRECTLY TO PAN AMERICAN SUPPLIERS, 

APARTADO 51895, CARACAS 105; TELEX 23152; CABLE ADDRESS SUPPLIERS 
CARACAS. 
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